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FRENCH AND MONTANA W RITERS HIGHLIGHT CONFERENCE (sidebar) 
MISSOULA -
About the French participants in order of their appearance on the program:
■  Michel Le Bris, philosopher, editor and author of 16 books, is credited with the 
promotion of travel writing in France.
■  Roland Brival is a premier French-Caribbean writer and the author of seven novels, 
including “Biguine Blues.”
■  Patrick Raynal, a former member of the Communist Party and the Gauche 
Prolaterienne, has written 19 books and, since 1991, has been director of La Serie Noire with 
the Gallimard publishing house.
■  Maurice B. Dantec, formerly a rock musician and advertising copywriter, now is a 
full-time writer, with titles such as “La Sirene Rouge” and “Racines du Mai” to his name.
■  Yann Queffelec has written a biography of Bela Bartok and seven novels, including 
“The Barbarous Wedding,” translated into English under the title “The Marriage.”
■  Jacques Meunier is considered one of the premier travel writers living today, and his 
work has been translated into 10 languages.
■  Jean-Paul Kauffmann most recently published a book-length account of Napoleon’s 
last days in exile on Saint Helena — a mixture of travelogue, historical biography and memoir.
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■  Francis Geffard, known for promoting Western writers in France, is chief editor of 
North American fiction and Native American literature at Albin Michel, one of the last 
independent French publishing companies.
About the Montana writers in order of their appearance on the program:
■  David Duncan is the author of “The River Why,” which won the Pacific Northwest 
Booksellers Award in 1983.
■  Martha Elizabeth, a poet and visual artist, won the 1995 Montana Arts Council’s 
First Book Award for her book of poems, “The Return of Pleasure.”
■  Fred Haefele has taught creative writing at UM and published essays and fiction in 
Missouri Review, Newsday and The New York Times Magazine. In 1998 he published the 
memoir “Rebuilding the Indian.”
■  James Crumley has taught at UM and published several thrillers, including 
“Bordersnakes,” “The Last Good Kiss” and “One To Count Cadence.”
■  Robert S. Reid, a Missoula police officer, has published five novels, including 
“Wild Animals” and “The Red Corvette.”
■  Jenny Siler debuted last year with the publication of her hot-selling thriller “Easy 
Money.”
■  Neil McMahon has written three gothic thrillers and “Vampires,” a book of 
nonfiction.
■  Jon Jackson wrote the popular Detective Sergeant “Fang” Mulheisen series and
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recently published his eighth novel, “Go by Go.”
■  Brian DiSalvatore published “A Clever Base-Ballist: The Life and Times of John 
Montgomery Ward” in 1999. His essays have appeared in The New Yorker, The New York 
Times Magazine and Outside.
■  Peter Stark is the author of “Driving to Greenland,” an essay collection on arctic 
travel and winter sport. He also contributes to Outside magazine.
■  Kevin Canty, UM associate professor of English, wrote the short story collection “A 
Stranger in This World” and the novel “Into the Great Wide Open.” The opening chapters of 
his latest novel, “Nine Below Zero,” won the Transatlantic Review Award.
■  Caroline Patterson has published fiction and nonfiction in more than 30 magazines 
and periodicals. She edited UM ’s magazine, Montanan, for five years.
■  William Bevis, professor emeritus of English at UM, won the 1995 Western States 
Book Award in Creative Nonfiction for “Borneo Log: The Struggle for Sarawak’s Forests.”
■  Sheryl Noethe directs the Missoula Writing Collaborative and has written two books, 
“The Descent of Heaven Over the Lake” and “Poetry Everywhere.”
■  Debra Earling, a member of Montana’s Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and 
an assistant professor at UM, teaches creative writing and Native American literature. Her 
fiction is widely published in periodicals and anthologies.
■  James Welch has published five novels, including “Fools Crow,” for which he 
received the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, and “Killing Custer: The Battle of Little Bighorn 
and the Fate of the Plains Indians,” written with documentary filmmaker Paul Stekler.
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■  Deirdre McNamer, associate professor of English, teaches fiction at UM. Her novels 
include “Rima in the Weeds,” “One Sweet Quarrel” and “My Russian.”
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Here is the conference schedule. For statements about the participating writers, see the 
sidebar story.
Thursday, 10 a.m.-noon -  “Writing Away From Home.” Panelists will be Michel Le 
Bris, Roland Brival, David Duncan, Martha Elizabeth and Fred Haefele. Robert S. Reid will 
moderate.
Thursday, 2-4 p.m. -  “Mysteries and Thrillers.” Panelists will be Patrick Raynal, 
Maurice B. Dantec, James Crumley, Reid, Jenny Siler and Neil McMahon with Jon Jackson as 
moderator.
Thursday, 7-9 p.m. -  Readings from their works by Crumley, Raynal and Yann 
Queffelec with introductions by UM English department Chair Lois Welch and Chris 
Anderson, associate professor of foreign languages and literature at UM.
Friday, 10 a.m.-noon -  “Travel W riting.” Panelists will be Jacques Meunier, Jean- 
Paul Kauffmann, Bryan DiSalvatore, Peter Stark, Kevin Canty and Caroline Patterson.
William Bevis will moderate.
Friday, 2-4 p.m. -- “Margins and Metaphors.” Participants will be Francis Geffard, 
Queffelec, Sheryl Noethe, Debra Earling and James Welch. Deirdre McNamer will moderate.
Friday, 7-9 p.m. -  Readings from their works by Welch, Meunier and Le Bris with 
introductions by Bevis and French languages and literatures Associate Professor Michel 
Valentin.
Saturday, 1-4 p.m. -  Readings from their works by Dantec, Brival and Kauffmann 




Saturday, 5-10 p.m. -  Reception at the Boone and Crockett Club, Old Milwaukee 
Station, 250 Station Drive.
In conjunction with the conference, 24 French lycee students will visit and attend 
Missoula high schools during the week. An exchange group of students from Missoula’s 
Hellgate and Sentinel high schools will go to France for 10 days in late April to stay with host 
families in Saint-Malo and attend classes at the Lycee Jacques Cartier.
Conference co-sponsors besides UM are the Montana Committee for the Humanities, 
Missoula Writing Collaborative, Alliance Francaise and Fact and Fiction Bookstore, in 
cooperation with the French Cultural Services in the United States and Cultural Attache 
Emmanuel Delloye at the French Consulate.
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